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and occasionally they employed their leisure in farming a
few acres of land l.
An important group of wage-earners in the coal industry, institution
the keelmen, were engaged in loading the ships with coal 2,
which they carried in keels or lighters from the staiths. In fun* for
1637 keelmen, together with watermen and other labourers,
numbered above eighteen hundred, ' the most of them being
Scottish men and Borderers ' z ; and many returned to Scot-
land in the winter to their families 4. Their relations with
their employers were often strained ; and in 1671 a riot broke
out among the keelmen of Newcastle who complained of " ill-
wages " 6. Another riot occurred in 1751 when there was a
strike lasting seven weeks 6. The special interest of their
history lies in the early example which it affords of a provident
fund established by the voluntary contributions of workmen
at the end of the seventeenth century to meet the con-
tingencies of unemployment, old age and widowhood. In
1699 they "unanimously agreed among themselves to
sequester and set apart some small portion of their dues or
wages to be a public fund or bank for the relief of themselves,
their widows and children, and also aged skippers ", their
employers being authorized to make a deduction from their
earnings for the purpose 7. In connexion with this insurance
fund a keelmen's hospital was built, the town providing a
piece of ground ; but the experiment was short-lived, and in
1712 the fund was dissolved. The men alleged that their
employers ' wasted, embezzled and misapplied ' the money ;
and the employers declared that the money "was not
applied to the intents and purposes it was first designed, but
of late [had] been spent in encouraging mutinies and dis-
1 Young, Tour through the North (ed. 1771), ii. 262 5*4.
1 A keel contained 8 Newcastle chaldrons and was manned by 4 men :
State Papers Domestic, 1655-1656, p. 280 ; Hist. MSS. Comm, Portland, vi,
104-105.
3	Records of the Hostmen, 78.    Under the Commonwealth there were
computed to be 320 keels : Gardiner, England's Grievance Discovered (1655),
ed. 1796, p. 105.    In 1725 the number was represented at 800 : Hist, MSS.
Comm. Portland, vi. 105.    See infra. Appendix, p. 487, No. 3.
4	Records of the Hostmen, 176.    See infra> Appendix, p. 488, No. x«
8 Hist. MSS. Comm. Le Fleming, 79.
« Records of the Hostmen, 203.	* Ibid. 154.

